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Be + The publication of the Register has, this week, been de s ‘ 
“ Af ae cierartem,in caine Gerald our distant subseri~ a NEW-HAMPSHIRE. é a 
5 ters with an early copy of the President's Message. David L. Morrill, terms end in 1823 
re. *John F Parrott, 1825 
id MASSACHUSETTS, 
as —s so Ny ‘ati ; iss Mellen,*: 1821 
Contents of this No. of the National Register. Prentiss Mellen, 
€- secs da Harrison G. Otis* 1823 . 
Ss, Aaditor’s Cabinet: 353 A list of the members of the 16th Con- RHODE-ISLAND. ft 
u- gress, 354—Congressional proceedings—The President's William Hunter,* 1821 
Re Message to both houses of congress, 355—Official Appoint: | James Burrill, Jr.* 1823 
st ments, &e 360—The speech of the hon. Rufus King, deli-| CONNECTICUP. 
4 vered at the last session, in the Senate of the Wnited States, | Samuel W. Dana,* 1821 
- containing his opinion on the question of exciuding slavery *James Lanman, 1825 
£ from Missouri, 361. ‘ VERMONT. | 
) Isaac Tichenor,» 1821 
=e William A. Palmer, 1825 i 
' > . oz NEW-YORK. 
< NET. 
n sn ality sete =e. Natban Sanford 1822 
t- Washington, December 4. 1825 
be NEW JERSE . 
a SIXTEENTH CONGRESS. James J. Wilson, 1821 
. FIRST SESSION. Mahlon Dickerson, 1823 
e 5 ss a PENNSYLVANIA. 
f As the first session of the Sixteenth Con- Jonathan Roberts, 182 
A oress of the United States of America will “Walter Lowrie, 1825 ‘ 
4 ‘ommence on Monday next, we have thought ent 3 —. 3 
“ we could not gratify our readers more than by ae — Se 182% ” 
7 ae : i ° di ® Nicholas Vandyke, 1823 / 
t publishing, in this day’s Register, a list of all) a ny 
: the Members which will compose that new 1821 
4 Congress, with some few unavoidable omis-| 1825 
La . . . . 
; sions, which remain to be supplied by elec- VIRGINIA. 
} tions James Barbour, 1821 
; ame in _ae ee Dee . ° John W. Eppes 182: 
I In giving to this list a discriminative poli- el mistemed, - 
l tical character, we do that which we think Montfort Stokes, 182% 
doth truty belong unto it; tor however former Nathaniel Macon, 18.5 
party distinctions may have been calmed, they Witten @ a COMER As me 
have not been extinguished, and have been eee Slee 1823 
oe be ede John Gaillard, 1825 
distinetly acted upon in many of the elections. siete 
The old Republican principles are too good *Freeman Walker, 1823 
to be abandoned; and the discrimination can *John Elliot, 1825 
- offend no one, unless it be such politicians as se Seta a F 
| have no fixed principles whatever, and are on ¢- REREOM, 1823 
nian . . William Logan, 1825 
willing to slide into the good graces of any cinenee. 
| party by watching opportunities and giving John H. Eaton, 1821 
ofience to none. A man who fics formed to John Wilhhams, 1823 
himself steady honest opinions on the requi- a onto. - 
site course of public measures, and adheres Benjamin Ruggles, 1821 
° ° *William A. Trimble, 1825 
to them, will always be respectable, even in eubecnaaen. 
the eyes of his opponents; but your selfish Henry Johnson, 1823 
Bouncers, or Inythingarians,—why, they are *James Brown, 1825 
—as God has made them. ~ INDIANA, " 
With these few observations, we present James Noble, 1821 
: : <d Ae Waller Taylor, 1825 
our List of Members of the Sixteenth Con- aceite. 
gress to the public; praying, with all sincerity Walter Leake, 1821 
of conscience, for the Lord to shower his gra- Thomas H. Williams, 1823 
ces upon them, and wishing them, for the ,___EEInOIS. 
benefit of their country, and the duration of Jesse B. Thomas, 18: 
this elor Ris ae a fi dh deli Ninian Edwarcs, 18 
s glorious republic, a safe and happy deli- ALABAWS 
wery of acts and resolutions at once wise in *John W. Walker, 
their origin and fortunate in their issue. * William R. King. ‘ 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
NEW HAMPSHInE—6G. 


* Joseph Buffum, Jun. 
Josiah Butler, 
Clifton Ciaggett, 


Arthur Livermoge, 
* William Plumer, Jun. 
Nathaniel Upham. 


MASSACHUSETTS—20. 

Benjamin Adams* *Samuel Lathrop* 
Samuel C. Alien* Enoch Lincoln 
*Joshua Cushman Jonathan Mason? 
*Edward Dowse Marcus Morton 
Waiter Folger, jr. Jeremiah Nelsou* 
Timothy Faller ‘James Parker 
*Mark L. Hill Zabdiel sampson 
John Holmes Heury Shaw 

* jonas Kendali* Nathaniel Silsbee 
* Martin Kinsley Ezekiel Whitman* 

VERMONT—O. 

Charles ‘Rich 
Mark Richards 
*Willam Strong 


Samuel C. Crafts 
*Ezra Meech 


Orsamus C, Merrill 


RHODE iSLanp—2 
*Samue!l Eddy, *Nathaniel Mszard 
cCONNECTICUT—7. 
*Henry W. Edwards *John Russ 
*Samuel A. Foote *James Stevens 
Jonathan O. Mosely *Gideon ‘Tomlinson 
*Elisha Phelps 

NEW-YORK—927, 
*Harmanus Peek 
*Nathaniel Pitcher 
“Jonathan Richmond 
*Ebenezer Sage 
*Henry R. Storrs 
*Randall S. Btrect* 
*James Strong* 
*John W. Taylor 
Caleb ‘Tompkins 
* Albert H. Tracy 
*Sol. Van Renselacr+ 


*Nathaniel Allen 
*Caleb Baker 
*Walter Case 
“Robert Clark 
*Jacob H. De Witt 
*John D. Dickenson” 
*John Fay 
*William D. Ford 
*iEzra C. Cross 
*Aarov Hackley, jr. 
*George Hall 


Vincinta—23, 


*Mark Alexander, 
Wm Lee Ball, 
Philip P. Barbour, 
Wm. A. Burwell, 
John Fioyd, 
Robert 8. Garnett, 
James Johnson, 


| *James Jones, 


William M‘Goy, 
Charles F. Mercer,* 
Hugh Neilson, 


‘Thomas Newton, 


*Severn E. Parker, 
James Pindull’ 
James Pleasants, 

*John Randolph,? 
Ballard Smith, 
Alexander Smyth 
George F Strother, 

* Thos. Van Swearingen,* 

*George Tucker, 
John Tyler, 

*Jared Williams. 


NONTH cCAROLINA—153. 








i *t&. G. Burton, 
1 * Jolin Culpeper,* 


William Davidson, 
Weldon N. Edwards, 
Charles Fisher, 
Thomas H Hall, 
*Charles Hooks, 


*Joseph Brevard, 
K.lias Karle, 
James Ervin, 

| William Lowndes, 

\*John M*Creary, 





Joel Abbort, 
vhomas W. Cobb, 
Joel Crawford, 


Lemuel Sawver, 
Thomas Settle 
Jesse Slocumh,* 
James S Smith, 
Felix Walker, 
Lewis Williams.® 


SOUTH cAnoLIna—9Y, 


*James Overstreet, 
*Charles Pinck ney, 
Kidred S.mktns, 
sterling ‘Yucker 


Grors1a-—S. 


*John A. Cuthbert 
Kobert R. Keid, 
William Yerrcl. 


KeENTucKr—10, 


Rich C. Anderson, Jun.* Phomas Metcalfe, 


*Wiiliam Brown, 
Henry Ciav, 
*Benjamin Hardin, 


Tunstall Quarles, 
George ‘tobertsun, 
Javid Trimble, 


*JosephS Lyman 
*Henry Meigs 
*Robert Monell 


Peter H. Wendover 


*Silas Wood? 


NEW JEnsEY—6, 


Epbrain Bateman 
Joseph Bloomfield 
*John Condit 


Jobn Linn 


#Rernard Smith 


Henry Southard 


PENNSYLVYANIA—2D, 


Henry Baldwin® 
Andrew Boden 
* William Darlington 
* George Dennison 
*Samuel E.dwards* 
*Thomas Forrest? 
*David Fullerton 
*Samuel Gross 
Joseph Heister® 
¢Joseph Hemphill*® 
¢Jacob Hibsham 
Jacob Hostetter 
DELAWA 


William Hail 


*Jacob Humphreys 
William P. Maclay, 
David Marchand 
Robert Moore 
Samue! Moore 
John Murray 
Thomas Patterson 


*Robert Philson 


ThomasJ Rodgers 
John Sergeant* 
James Wallace 


RE—2. 
Louis M‘Lane* 


MARYLAND—9. 


*Stephenson Archer 
‘Thomas Bayly* 
“Thomas Culbreth, 

*Joseph Kent, 
Peter Littles 


*Ralph Neale* 


Samuel! Ringgold 
Samuel Smith 


#Henry R. Warfieldt 


*Aluey M‘Lean, 


i *Robert Allen, 
*Henry H. Bryan, 


*Newton Cannon, Johi 


David Walker. 
TENNESSEE—6O 


*John Cocke, 
Francis Jones, 


» Rhea 











| 


onro—6, 


Philemon Beecher,* Samuel Herrick, 


*Henry Brush, *Thomas R, Ross, 


John W. Camp 


*John Sloane, 
LOUIsTAVA-—— Thomas Butler. 
inpianaA—W liam Hendricks 
mississier1-—*Christopher Rankin. 
ILLINYIS— Danie} P. Cook. 


atabama—John Crowell. 


DELEGATES FROM TERRITORIES, 


micHigaN—* William Woodbrid » 


Missouni—Joln Scott, 


* (before) not members of last Congress. 
* (after) Federalists. 
j 


(do.) neuters. 


‘ 
Note—The election of F. Sage of N. Ygk, ill probably be 


qoptested by Jaipes Gon, jun 
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, 
16th CONGRESS— Ist SESSION, ‘Vhe members were then called over b# states, 
- DECEMBER 6 ! and severally” sworn to support the Constitution of 
IN THE SENATE: |, the United States. 


"+ . " 4 , * 2 
A quorum being present, and the House of Re-|) Che following officers were unanimously re.ap- 


presentatives bemy advised thereof, the Senate || pyinied i 

Vuomas Doucuenry, Clerk; Taomas Douny, Ser- 
geant at arms; Tuomas Craxros. Door Keeper, 
and Beysamin Benen, Assistant Door Keeper. 


proceeded to business H 
The usual resolutions respecting furnishing mem- || 
bers with newspapers, &e were adopted. 

A resojution was also passed for the appointment | DECEMBER 7 , . 
of a Chaplain to the Senate, to interchange weekly || A Message from the President of the U. 
with the Chaplain for the House of Representatives. || States was delivered by his Secretary which 

A committee of Baroil d Bills was ordered to be |} y ts read by the clerk as follows:— 
fo oo pe - ookson chosen the commit- | Fell ne-Citizens of the Senate, 

A committee of Accounts was appointed, con-|| | @™ ofthe House of Representatives: 
sisting of Messrs. Roberts, Burrill, and Leake. | The public buildings being advanced toa stage 
A committee on Engrossed Biils was appointed, || '0 afford accommodation for congress, I offer vou my 
consisting of Messrs. Mctien, D ckerson, and Elliot, || imeere congratulations on the recommencement of 

The President laid before tie Senate a copy of | Your duties in the Capitol. 
the Constitution of Government formed by the | I bringing to view the incidents most deserving 
People of tie State of Alabama, which was refer || attention, which have occurred since your last Ses- 
red to acommittee, consisting of Messrs. Williams |, 109, E regret to have to state, that several of our 


’ 
ngen,* 








of Mississippi, Brown, aud Mucon, to consider and || PPsc:pat cies have suffered y sickness; that an 
repoit thereon i unusual drought orf prevailed inthe middle and 
A committee was then appointed on their part || Western states; and that a derangement has been 


to wait on the President of the United States, and || felt in some of our monied institutions, which has 


inform him they were realy to receive any commu- 
nications he might think proper to make. 
OFFICERS OF Til) SENATE. 
James Bannovun, President pro tem. 
Charles Cutts, secretary. 
Meuntion Barly, Sergeant at Arms. 


Lenry Tims, Dovrkeeper 


proportionably affected their credit. Lam happy, 
however, to have it in my power to assure you that 
health of our citics is now completely restored 
| that the produce of the year, though less abundant 
than usual, will not only be amply sufficient for 
i home consumption, but afforda large surplus, for 
the supply of the wants of other nations; & thatthe 
HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVES, Dec. 6 derangement in the circulating paper medium, by 
On calling over the roll it appeared that there |; being lett to those remedies which its obvious Mage 
were 153 members present, whichbeing a quornm, || zat ms ; x6 sted; and the good sense ane virtu€ of 
The House then preceeded to ballot for the office || Ch EHOW Ciuzens, suppiea, has diminished 

of Speaker, when Mr. Hewny Cray, of Kentucky, Having informed Congress; on the 27th of 
was unanimously chosen; having 147 votes out of | February fast, that a treaty of amity, settle. 
155: the oath of office was administered to him by,; ment and limits, had been cancluded, ia this 

Tp vay y ror 9° Vs ‘tur ! . , = o . 
ie Marien Pr hes ree then returned | city, between the United States and Spain, 
Gentiensy:—Again called, by your favorable | — ratilied by the competent authorities of 
opi ion, to the distinguished station to which Lhave | te lormer, full confidence was entertained 
been frequently assigned by that of your predeces- || hat it would have been ratified by his Catho- 
sors, | owe to you the expression of my most re- || jic Majesty, with equal prompitude, and a like 
and | pray you to believe that arnest desire to terminate, on the conditions 

» gratitude, as well for the honor rege ne | eee ; 
stself as for. the flaiteri anner ia which it has! thattreaty, the differences which had so 
been conferred, In our extensive ¢ long existed between the two countries, Ev- 
gentlemen, embracing such various and important | ery view which the subject admitted of, was 
relations; it must necessarily happen that each suc- || thoaght to have justified this conclusion 
on hanes , : brag aft " pester Great losses bad been sustained by citizens of 
the United States, from Spanish cruizers, 
the matters, | more than twenty years before, which bad not 
which we shall be required to consider and to de. |) been redressed These losses had been ac- 
cide, possess the highest degree of interest TO!) Knowledged and provided for by a treaty, as 
give cfect to our deliberations; toerable ustocom:|! & hack as the year 1802, which, although 
: | concluded at Madrid, was not then ratified 




















spectful thank 





' 
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feel inexpressil 





ifederacy, 

















During that which we are now about to open, we 
have every reason to anticipate that tl 










mand the respect of those who may witness or be 
affected by them: and to entitle us to the affection 
and confidence of our constituents, the maintenance || by the government of Spaln, nor si-ce, uatil 
of order and decorom is absolutely necessary. Be-|| the last year, when it was saspended by the 
ing quite sure that your own comfort, your sense || 1, ere ee e satisfac sii sli 
- Be Em lad die tah adiande width oa pont | . polite aty a wore pete te : a ~ - 
inike of the dignity which belongs to this House, arn parties, as W wg pre sume » Having (lacie 
will induce you to render to the Chair your cordial || @ d-‘or them. Osher differences had arisen 
co-operation, | proceed to discharge its duties, with || in this jong interval, affecting their bighest 
interests, which were likewise provided for by 





the sincere assurance of employing my best exer-| 

tions to merit the choice which you have been pleas ‘ > ane 

0 to merit the ch ce which yo rb ave been } leas | this last treaty. The treaty, itself, was form. 
edio make. And it willbe to me the greatest hap |} Rg ee em SB dat 

iness, if I should be so fortunate 2s to satisfy, in¥@! en great consideration, and a thorough. 

Call skeen . : 

is respect, vonr expectations.” knowledge of all circumstances, the subject 
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matter of every article having been for years 
under discussion, and repeated references ha 
ving been made, by the minister of Spain, to 
his government, on the points respecting whic! 
the greatest difference of opinion prevailed 
It was formed by a Minister duly authorizes 
for the purpose, who bad represeuted his go 
vernmeut ip the United States, and been em 
ployed inthis long protracted negociation, se- 
veral years, and who, it is not denied, kept) 
strictly within the letter of his instructions. 
The faith of Spain was therefore pledged, un 
der circumstances of peculiar force and solem 
nity, for its ratification. On the part of the 7 
United States, this treaty was evidently acce 
ded to jo a spirit of conciliation and concession 
‘The iudemnity for injury and losses, so long 
before sustained, and now again acknowledg 
ed and provided for, was to be paid by them, 
without becoming a charge on the treasury of 
Spain 
territury of great value, to which our claim 
was believed to be weil founded, was ceded 
bythe United States, and in a quarter more 
interesting to her. 

This cession was, nevertheless, received as 
the means of indemnifying our citizens, in 
considerable sum, the presumed amount of 
their losses. Other considerations, of great 
weight, urged the cession of this tetvitory by 
Spain. It was surrounded by the territories 
of the United States, on every side, except on 
that of the ocean. Spain had lost her author 





: 
” 





ity over it, and, falling into the hands of ad. || 


venturers connected with the savages, it was | 
made the means of unceasing annoyance and 


injury to our Union, in many of its most es-'} 
sential interests. By this cession, then, Spain |! 


ceded a territory, in reality, of no value 
her, and obtained concessions of the highest 
importance, by the settlement of long stand I 
ing difierences with the United States, afivct- i 
ing their respective claims and limits, 


to 


and 4, 


likewise relieved herseli from the obligation of || 


! 
a treaty, relating to it. which she had failed 
to fulfil, and also from the responsibility inci- 
dent to the most flagrant and pernicious 
abuses of her rights, where she could not sup 
port her authority. 


' 
' 
| 
' 
' 


Hehould 


It being known that the treaty was forme dj 
under these circumstances, not a doubt was | 
entertained that his Catholic Majesty would | 
have ratified it without delay. I regret to; 
have to state that this reasonable ex; pec tation | 
has been disappointed; that the tr aty was 
not ratified, within the time stipul: ite’, and 
has not since been ratified As it ts import-| 
ant that the nature and character of this un- | 
expectec 1] occurrence shou'!d be distinct], v une | 
derstood, I think it my duty to communicate i 


| 
} 


| 


} 
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For territory ceded by Spain, ether }) 


(No. 
to you all the facts and circumstances, in my 
possession, relating to it. 


Anxious to prevent all future disagreement 
vith Spain, by giving the most prompt effect 


ico the treaty, which bad been thas concluded, 
jand, particularly, 


by the establishment of a 
-overnment in Florida, which should preserve 
order there, the mipister of the United States, 
who had been recently appointed to his Cath- 
c Majesty, and to whom the ratification, by 
his government; had been committed, to be 
sehanged for that of Spain, was instructed 
o transmit the latier to the Department of 


ali 


| State, as soon as obtatned, by a public ship, 


ubjected to his order for the purpose. Unex- 
ected delay occurring, in the ratification, by 


Spain, he requested to be informed of the 


cause: Itwas stated, in reply, that the great 
importance of the subject, and a desire to ob- 
tain explanations on certain points, which 
were not specified, had produced the delay, 
and that an Envoy would be despatched to 
the United States, to obtain such explanations 
of this government. The Minister of the 
| States offered to give full explanation on any 
point, en which it might be desired; which 
proposal was declined. aving communicat- 
ed this result to the Department of State, in 
Nognst last, he notwithstand- 
ihe disappointment and surprise, which it 


; 
U 
° 


was instructed, 





ling 


} produced, to mform the government of Spain, 


jihat, if the treaty should be ratified, and 
transmitted here at any time before the meet- 
wogress. it would be received, and 
ie same efiect, 2s if it had been ratified 
This order was executed; the 
herised communicaiion was made to the 
rent Spain, and by its answer, 
h has yast been received, we are officially 
acquainted, for the first time, with the 
causes which have prevented the ratification 
lof the treaty. by his Catholic Majesty. Iftis 
‘odged by the minister of Spain; that this 
voveropment had attempted to alter one of 
Ithe principal articles of the treaty, by a de- 
F laration, which the Minister of the United 
\States had been ordered to present, when he 
deliver the ratification hy his jgovern- 
jor: in exchange for that of Spain, and of 
hich he gave explanatory of the 
jsense in which that article was understood. 
ft is further alledged that this government had 
recently tole or protected, an expedi- 
tion frem the Unies States, against the prov- 
hese we imputed acts, are 

stated as the reasons which have induced his 
Catholic Majesty to withhold his ratification 
from the treaty, to obtain explanations, re- 
speetingywhich’ itis repeated, that an envoy 
would be forthwith despatched to the United 


r of ¢ $s 


jing 


have t! 


Hin dae ume, 
aett 


voverona ot 
Lwhiie 


| ' 
madae 


nA ra 


' 


notice, 


rated 


‘> 


ince of Texas. 








Yor Vilt. 


States. How far these allegations will justify 


the conduct of the government of Spain, will 
appear, on a view of the following facts, and 


the evidence which supports them. 
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stated, that a Minister would be sent, to ask 
certain explanations of this government— 
Hut, if such were desired, why were they not 
lasked within the time limited for ratification? 


It will be seen by the documents transmit-|| Is it contemplated to open a new negotiation 


ted herewith, that the declaration mentioned 
relates to a clause in the 8th article concern- 
ing certain grants of land, recently made by 
his Catholic Majesty, in Florida, which, it was 
understood, had conveyed all the lands, 
which, till then had been ungranted. It was 
the intention of the parties to annul these 
latter grants, and that clause was drawn for 
that express purpose, and for none other. 

The date of these grants was unknown, 
but it was understood to be posterior to that 
inserted in the article: indeed, it must be ob- 
vious to all, that. if that provision in the trea- 


ty had not the effect of annulling these grants, 
[mmediate- |} 


it would be altogether nugatory. 
ly after the treaty was concluded, and ratili- 
ed by this government, an intimation was re- 
ceived that these grants were of anterior date 
to that fixed on by the treaty: aud that they 
would not, of course, be affected by it, ‘The 
mere possibility of such a case, so incunsist- 
ent with the intention of the parties, and the 
meaning of the article, induced this govern 
ment to demand an explanation on the sub- 
ject, which was immediately granted, and 
which corresponds with this statement. With 
respect to the other act alleged, that this go- 
vernment had tolerated, or protected an ex- 
pedition against Texas, it is utterly without 
foundation Every discountenance has inva- 
riably been given to every such attempt from 
within the limits of the ! 
fully evinced by the acts of the government, 
and the proceedings of the courts. 

There being cause, however, to apprehend, 
in the course of the last summer, that some 
adventurers entertained views of the kind 
suggested, the attention of the constituted 
authorities in that quarter was immediately 
drawn to them, and itis known that the pro- 


ject, whatever it might be, has utterly failed. 


These facts will, it has presumed, satisfy 


every impartial mind, that the government of 


Spain had no justifiable cause for declining 
to ratiy the treaty. A treaty concluded in 
conformity with instructions 1s obligatory, in 


good faith, in all its stipulations, according! 


to the true intent and meaning of the parties. 
Kach party is bound to ratify it. Lf either 
could set 1t aside, without the consent of the 


' { 
other, there would be, no longer, any rules) 
applicable to such transactions between na- 
roceeding, the government 


tions. By this 
of Spain has rendered to the United States a 
aew and very serious injury. It has been 


"nited States, as is’ 


respecting any of the articles or conditions 
| of the treaty? If that were done, to what con- 
i} Sequences might it not lead? At what time 
jand in what manoer would a new negotiation 
jjterminate? By this preceeding, Spain has 
| ormed a relation between the two countries 
| which wiil justily any measures on the part 
‘ot the United States, which a strong sense of 
jinjury, aad a proper regard for the rights and 
jinterests of the nation may dictate. In the 
| course to be pursued, these cbjeots should be 
‘constantly held in view, and have their due 
weight. Our national honor must be main- 
tained, and a new anda distinguished proof be 
afforded o: that regard for justice and mode- 
ration, which has invariably governed the 
{councils of this free people. It must be ob- 
vious to all, that if the United States had 
{been desirous of making conquests, or had 
‘been even willing to aggrandize themselves 
iin that way, they could have had no induce- 
ment to form this treaty. They would have 
jmuch cause for gratulation, at the course 
iwhich has been pursued by Spain. An am- 
ple field for ambition is open before them— 
, But such a career is not consistent with the 
| principles of their government, nor the inte- 
rests of the nation. 
| From a full view of all circumstances it is 
‘| submitted to the consideration of Congress, 
'whether it will not be proper for the United 
| States to carry the conditions of the treaty 
linto effect in the same manner as if it had 
been ratified by Spain; claiming, on their 
| part all the advantages, and yielding to Spain 
| those secured to her. By pursuing this course 
| We shall rest on the sacred ground of right, 
jsanctioned, in the most solemn manner, ' 
i Spain hers: If, by a treaty she was boun: 
i ratify, for refusing to do which she m: 
l'cur the censure of other nations, ev ..wse 
most friend!y toher; while, by confi...ag our- 
selves within that limit, we cannot fail to ob- 
We 
| must have peace on a frontier where we have 
'ibeen so long disturbed, our citizens must be 
indemnified for losses so long since sustained 
jand for which indemnity has been so long un- 
justly withheld from them. Accoimplishing 
| these great objects we obtain all that is dest- 
rable. 
| Buthis Catholic Majesty has twice declar- 
ed his determination to send a minister to the 
'| United States, to ask explanations on certain 
| points, and to give them respecting his delay 


' 


itain their well merited approbation. 


! 
‘ 
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to ratify the treaty. Shall weact, by taking, 
the ceded territory, and proceeding to exe: | 
eute the other conditions of the tréaty, be- 
fore this Minister arrives and is heard? This 
is a case which forms a strong appeal to th. 
candor; the magoanimity and honer of thi-| 
people. Much is due to courtesy between | 
nations. By a short del iv, we shall lose no- 
thing; for, resting on the ground of immuta- 
ble truth and justice, we cannot be diverted 
from our purpose. It ought to be presumed 
that the explanations which may be given to 
te Minister of Spain, will be satisfactory anc 
p «duce the desired result. In aay event, the | 
diliy, for the purpose mentioned, being a} 
fu ther rear’ Hestation ol the rincere desire ed whole community, of what was due to the cha- 
te minate in the most friendly ‘wanner all Hracter and obligations of the fatio:s. that fee 
ditf-rences with Spain, cannot ‘ail to be duly llexamples of a contrary kind have occurred. 
appreciated by his Catholic Majesty, as well |) é Lenn 
as by other powers. It is submitted therefore, |] Phe distance of the colouies from the pa- 


and the provinces north of the La Plata, bor- 
lering onit, and likewise Venezu: la. 

This contest has, trom its commencement, 
eea very interesting to other powers, and to 
one more so than to the United States. A 
irtuous people may, and will, confine them- 
elves within the limit of a strict veutrality; but 

it is notin their power to behold aconfliet so 
vitally iMportantto their neighbors without the 
ensibility and sympathy which oaturally be- 


y 


purpose of this government, to prevent that 


ong tosuch a case. Jt has been the stead 





feeling leading to excess, and tt is very gra- 
lifying to have tt in my power to state that, so 


strong lias been the seuse throoghoat the 


whether it will not be proper tomake the law 1 “3 country, and the great extent of their po- 
proposed for carrying the conditions of the || Polation and resources, gave them advavtages 
treaty into efect, should it be adopted, cen- || whi HW it Was anticipated at a very early pe- 
tingent; to suspend i's eperation upon the | riod, it would be dif ult for Spain to sur- 
respo sibility of the Executive, in sueh man-|| mount 1 He es consistency, end suce 
ner: as to afford an opportunity for such: | cess, with whieh they have pur ued their ob- 
friendly explanations as may be desired dur- | Jeet, @s evinced ae particula lv by the un- 
ing the present session of Congress. dis arbes sovereiguty whic h Buenos Avees 

‘J communicate to Congress a copy of the | Has 80 long enjoyed, evide itly give thea a 
treaty, and of the instructions to the Minister | strong claim to the favorable consideration ol 
of the United S:ates at Madrid respecting it, | other nations, ; Phese sentinw nts, on the part 
of his correspondence with the Minister of | 0! the U nited Staies, have not been wee 
Spain, and, of such other decuments as may St ie coat me ee 


jtothe world that the efforts of Spain to sub- 
| 


be necessary to give a full view of the subject. 
In the course which the Spanish govern- : , dud , 
ment have, ov this occasion, thought proper to | due Sage provinces will be fruitless, it 
pursue, it is satisfactory to know that they | ™@y 9° 
have not been conntenanced by any other Eu. | ment ? : 
ropean power On the contiary, the opinion a <n hoa determination, u ra not be 
and wishes, both of Fratce and Great Britain | Covdted tiet the opinion of friendly powers, 
have not beer withheld, ether from the Unit | who have taken no part in the controversy, 
ed or from Spain; and have been unequivoral ) Will have theit merited influence. 
in fevor of the ratification. There is also, | Itis of the highest importance to our na- 
reason to believe that the sentiments of the jti malelaracter, and indispensible to the mo- 
imperial government of Russia have been the i ility of our citizens, that all violations of our 
same, and that they have also been made |) neutrality should be prevented. No door 
known to the cabinet of Madrid. | should be left open for the evasion of our law $3 
In the civil war existing between Spain and |\no opportonity afforded to any who may be 
the Spanish provinces in this hemisphere, the |/ disposed to take ad vantage of it. to compro- 
greatest care has been taken to enforce the |! mit the interest or honor of the nation. It is 
laws intended to preserve an impartial neviral {jsubmitted, therefore, to the consideration of 
ity. Ovr ports have continued to be equally || Congress, whether it may not be adviseable 
open to both parties, and on the same condi || to revise the laws, witha view to this desir- 
tions ; and our citizens have been equally re |j able result. 
strained from interfering in favour of either, to It is submitted. also, whether it mav not be 
the prejudice of the other. The progress o! {proper to designate, by law, the several ports 


esumed that the Spanish govern- 
f will give up the contest. In pro- 


a 
‘ 
‘ 


‘ 
‘ 


the war, however, has eperated manifestly in || or places along the coast, at which, only, fo- 
favor of the colonies. Buenos Ayres still |i rcign ships of war and privateers may be ad- 
riaintains unshaken the independence which it || mitted. ‘The difiiculty of sustaining the res 
declared in 1816, and has enjoyed since 1810 || gulations of our commerce, and of other in- 
Like success has also lately attended Chili,'! portant interests trom abuse, without such de 
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signatioa, furnishes a strong motive for this 
measure. 

At the time of the negociation for the re- 
vewal of the commercial convention, between 
the United States and Great Britain, a hope 


had been eotertaincd that an article might} 


have been agreed upou, mutally satisfactory 


to both countries regulating, upon principles |) 


of justice and reciprocity, the commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and the 
rilish possessions, as wellin the West In- 
dies, aS upon the continent of North America, 





‘The plenipotentiaries of the two governments, | 
nothaving been able to come to an argreement | 
on this inpertant interest, those of the United| 
Stotes reserved for the consideration of cuss 
government the proposals which had been} 
presented to thetn, as (ie ultimate offer on | 
tar part of the British goverument. and which} 
they were not authorised toaccept. On their) 





transmission here, they were examined with 
due deliberation, the resultof whieh was a 
new effort 1o meet the views of the British go-! 
vernment. The Ministerofthe United States! 
was instructed to make a further proposal. 
which has not been accepted. It was, how- 


ever, declined in an amicable manner. LT re-'|| | 


commend to the consideration of congress, 


whether further probibitory provisions in the 
laws relating to this intercourse, may not be 
expedient. Itis seen with interest, that, al-) 
though it has not been praticable, as yet, to 
gree ii any arrangement of ts important 
mch of their commerce, such is the dispo- 


bi 
sition of the parties, that each will view any) 
= 
make res) 





regulations, which the ot! 
specting if, in the most friendly 

By the fifth article of the convention, con-; 
cluded on the 20th of October, 1815, it was! 
stipulated that the differences which had ati-| 
sen between the two governments, with re-} 
gard to the true intent and meaning of the 
fifth article of the treaty of Ghent, in relation 
to the carring away, by Oritish oficers, of 
slaves from the United States, after the ex 
change of the ratifications of the treaty of 
peace, should be referred to the Cecision of 
some friendly sovereign or state, to be named 
forthat purpose. ‘The Mivister of the Unifed 


States has been instructed to name to the! 


British government, a foreign, sovereign, the 
common friend to both parties, forthe decision 
of this question. ‘The answer of that govern 

ment to the proposal, when received, will indi- 
cate the further iveasures to be pursued of 


the part of the United States. 
! 


Although the pecuniary embarrassments which | 


affected various parts of the Union, during the lat 
part of the preceding year, have, during the 
sent, beer considerably aurmented, and stil cx 
tuiue to exist, the recciptsin the Treasury, to th 


i 
ry 





{ An ac 





32, of September last, have amounted to 
$19,uv0,000. After defraying the current expenses 
or the government, including the interest and re- 
jimbursement of the public debt, payable to 
that period amounting to $18,200,000, there re- 
mained in the Treasury, on that day, more than 
$2,500,000, which, with the sums receivable during 
| the remainder of the year, will exceed the current 
| demands upon the ‘Ureasury for the same period. 

| «he causes which have tended to diminish the 

| publie receipts, could not fail to have a correspond. 
ing effect upon the revenue, which has accrued 

‘upon imports and tonnage, during the three first 
quarters of the present year; itis, however, ascer- 
tained that the duties, which have been secured 
during that period, exceed 18,000,000 dollars, and 
those of the whole year will probably amount to 
23,000,000 dollars. 

} For the probable receipts of the next year, U re- 
fer you to the statements which will be transmitted 
from the Treasury, which will enable you to judge 

| whether further provision be necessary. 

The preat reduction in the price of the principal 
articles of domestic growth, which has occurred 
during the present year, and the consequent fall in 


jin the price of labor, apparently so favorable tothe 


success of dome tic manufactures, have not shielded 
them against other causes adverse to their prosper- 
ity. ‘Phe pecuniary embarrassments which have so 
i deeply affected the commercial interests of the 
}nation, have been no less adverse to our manufac. 

establishments mm several sections of the 








Pie great reduction of the currency 


| which Cie banks have been constrained to make, ia 
order to continue specie payments, and the vitiated 
character of it where such reductions have not becn 


attempted, instead of placing within the reach of 
ese establishments the pecuniary aid necessary 
) avail themselves of the advantages resulting from 
the reduction of the prices of the raw materials 





nd of labor, have compelled the banks to with- 
draw fiom them a portion of the capital heretofore 

Ivas ltot Tihat aid which has been re 
fused the b ;, has not been obtained from 
att sources, owing to the loss of individua! con- 
fidence. from t falures which have recently oc- 


‘our piincipal commercial cities 
e of the depression of thes: 
ly be found in the ; 


niary embarrassments which have reccotly < 


curred in sot 





estabiisuments 





these countmes with which our commerce has been 
|; Prine ipally prosecuted. ‘ 
‘Their nunafactures, for the want ofa ready or 
market at home, have been shipped by 
munufactures to the United States, and, in ma- 









\| ny instances, sold ata price below their current va- 
fue at the place cf manuf Although tiais 
actice may, from its nature, be consicter: d tempo- 

rary, or contingent, itis not on that account less in 

juirous in its effects. Uniformity, in the demar 


ind price ofanarticle, is highly desirable to the 








domestic manufacturer. 
+ {tis deemed of great importance to give encon- 
'}ragement to our domestic manufacturers. In wha 
maaner the evils adverted to may be remedied, ant 
‘how far it may he practicable, in other respects, to 
}'afford them further encouragement, paying duet 
gard to the other great interests of the nation, is 
submitied to the wisdom of Congress 


}; he survey of the coast, for the es hshave i of 
}) zratifications, is now nearly Compleiesc and Coys. 
jidcerable progress has been made in th lection of 
} 


siur the construction of fortifications in the 


i} material 
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Gulph of Mexico, and in the Chesaneake Bay— fj 
The works on the Eastern bank of the Potomac, 
below Alexandria, and on the Pea Patch in the Del- 
aware, are much advanced, and it is expected that 
the fortification at the Narrows, in the harbor of 
New-York, will be completed the present year— 
To derive all the advantages contemplated from 
these fortifications; it was necessary that they should 
be judiciously posted, and constructed with a view 
to permanence. The progress, hitherto, has there. 
fore been slow; but, as the difficulties, in parts here- 
tofore the least explored and known, are surmount. 
ed. it will, in future, be more rapid. As soon as 
the survey of the coast is completed, which, it is 
expected, will be done early in the next spring, 
the engineers « mployed in it will proceed to exa- 
mine, for like purposes, the northern and north 
western frontiers. 

The troops, intended to occupy a station at the 
mouth of the St Peters, on the Mississippi, have 
established themselves there. and those which were 
ordered to the mouth of the Yellow Stone, on the 
Missouri, have ascended that river to tie Council 
Bluff, where they will remain until next spring, 
when they will proceed to the place of their desti- 
nation. I have the satisfaction to state that this 
measure has been executed in amity with the Indi- 
an tribes, and that it promises to produce, in regard 
to them. all the advantages, which were contem- 
plated by it. 

M ch progress has likewise been made in the 
cons'ruction of ships of war, and in the collection 
of tim>er and other materials for ship building It 
is not doubted that our navy will soon be augment 
ed to the number, and placed in all respects, on 





the footing, provided for by law. 
The bo«rd, consisting of engineers and naval of |; 
ficers, have not yet made their final report, of scites |) 





! 


for two naval depots, as instructed, according to the i 


resolutions of March 18th, and April 20th, 1818; |/ 
but they have examined the coast therein designat- 
ei and their report is expected in the next 
month 

For the protection of our commerce in the Me- 
diterranean; along the Soutbern Atlantic coast; in 
the Pécific and Indian ocean, it has been found ne- 
Gessary to maintain a strong nava! force, which it 
seems proper for the present to continue. There 
is much reason to believe, that, if any portion of 
the squadron, heretofore stationed in the Mediter- 
ranean should be withdrawn, our intercourse with 
the powers, bordering on that sea, would be much 
juterrupted, if not altogether destroyed. Such, too, 
lias been the growth of a spirit of piracy, in the o- 
thers quarters mentioned, by adventurers from eve 
ry country, in abuse of the friendly flags which 
they have assumed, that, not to protect the com- 
merce there, wou!d be to abandon it as a prey to 
their rapacity. Due attention has lkewise been 
paid to the suppression of the slave trade, in com 
plance with the law of the last session. Orders 
have been given to the commanders of all our pub 
lic ships, to seize all vessels, navigated under our 
flag, engaged in that trade, and to bring them in 
to be proceeded against, in the manner prescribed 
by that law 

it is hoped that these vigorous measures, sup. 
ported by like acts by other nations, will soon ter 
mimate acommerce so disgraceful to the civilized 
world 

Inthe execution of the duty imposed by thes« 
acts, and of a high trust connected with it, it is 
with accep regret I have to state the loss which has 








fNo. % 
been sustained by the death of Commodore Perry, 
His gallantry, ina brilliant exploit, in the late war, 
added to the renown of his country. His death is 
deplored as a national misfortune. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Dec. 7, 1819. 

On motion, the reading of the Documents accom. 
panying the Message was dispensed with, and 5000 
copies of each were ordered to be printed. 

‘Yo-morrow the House will proceed to the clee. 
tion of Chaplain. 

—>_— 

We are sorry to learn that owing, to ill 
health, Mr. Eppes, a Senator in Congress 
from Virginia, has resigned, or about to re- 
sign, his seat, Nat. Int. 

— — 

Don Mvareo pvr ta Senna, Charge des Af- 
faires of the King of Spain to the United 
States, arrived at the seat of government ou 
Monday last. 

a 
OFFICIAL. 
Notice has been received at the Department of 


| State, of the deaths of the following American sea. 
men, in the hospitals of St. Pierre and Fort Royal 


FORT ROYAL. 
John Gray, ship Mungo, (wrecked) Oct. 7, 181 
James Higgins, boy, ship Mary Jane, capt. Snow, 
Dec. 10, 1818 
Thomas 8langell, brig Antelope, capt. Rhodes, 
Oct. 14, 1818 
George Bacchus, do. do. Oct. 13, 
—— Alexander, schr. Mary, Feb. 4, 1019. 
ST. PIERRE. 
Sylvanus Ayeau, ship America, captain Nathan 
Dec. 6, 1818. 
James Stavard, alias Hood, French brig Three 
Friends, capt. Morel, Dec. 21, 1818. 
William Brown, schr. Florence, March 6, 1819. 
— 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Recer Sxixwxer, of New-York, to be 
Judge of the United States in and for the 
Northern District of New York, vice M. B. 
Tallmagce, resigned. 

Jacos Surnertann, of New-York, to be 
Attorney of the United Srates in and for the 
Norther District of New-York, vice Roger 
Skinner, appointed Judge. 

wil 

Major General Scorr, family and suite, 
arrived in Philadelphia on Friday last. We 
understand that the general inivads to esta- 
blish his quarters in that city. 

—_ 

Col. Lyon of Kentucky intends to renew 
his application to congress for a redress of 
injuries and losses he sustained under the ope- 
ration of the odious Sedition Law. 
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THE MISSOURI QUESTION 
From the New York Evening Post of Nov, 25. 





This evening we have the great satisfaction | 
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36 
for the survey and sale of the public lands, 
for the division of the same into separate ter- 
ritories, and have ordained for each of them 
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; P -. sa constitution, a plan of temporary goveru- 
of beginning the publication of Mr. King’s) “nae “- pas ‘ 
ment, whereby the civil and political rights of 

Observations in the Senate of the United|j) 2’, |. ; : rs 
. : _ | the inhabitants are regulated, and the rights 
States on the the exclusion of slavery from!) . . , 
' ; - " ,._ |} of conscience and other natural rights are 

the State of Misseuri. Perhaps no question} 

protected. 


since the adoption of eur form of government" ay) power to make all needful regulations 
ah wee te e ej ant |i ‘ ’ 
has ever been attended -_ op rian <a includes the power to determine what regula- 
Funseqre: Ces Or more apiiate € leeiuings o . - . og ¢ 
the sani ern sect a of the Usion pera tions are needtol, and if a regulation prohibit- 
ie «6S se oo } wv j . . . , © 
ton, OF WE' | ing slavery within any territory of the United 
eventuali\ more excite those of the northern. |) Geneun: bb. ad te. tna Beak, Adem eae 
’ - . . “ i 
The sui ject, therefore, commands the serious 4 , ? 


' Ligetgeien | congress possess the power to make the same, 
allention of every reader. 
7 {and moreover to pass all Jaws necessary to 
Jamarca, (L. 1.) Nov. 22, 1819. || carry this power into execution. 
Gent!>men—Contormably to your request)! ‘The territory of Missouri is a portion of 
in behalf ot the committee appointed by the|! Louisiana, which was purchased of France, 
late me eung in the city, on the business of the per belougs to the U. States ia full dominio:.; 

Missouri Vill. T have the honor to send to you |} jn the language of the constitution, Missouri is 

the substa..« of two speeches that I delivered |! thei territory, or property, and is subject, like 

in the Ser ote of the United States, when this |! other territories of the United States, to the 
biil was unde, its consideration. regulations and temporary government, which 

Asia) noies are imperfect, I may have} has been, or shall be prescribed by congress. 
omited some re marks made on that eceasion,| Phe clause of the constitution, which grants 
and adeed others which were not made; the’ this power to congress, is so comprehensive, 
communication however contains the sub jand unambiguous, and its purpose so manifest, 
stancs of my observations, and present opin~|) that commeutary will not render the power, 
ions on this important subject—H am particu-!| or the object of its establishment, more expli- 
laily aoxious not to be misunderstoed in this | cit or plain. 

case, never having thought myself at liberty to | The constitution farther provides, that 

encourage, orto assent to any measure that || new states may be admitted by congress in- 

would afiect the security of property in slaves, |'to the union’—As_ this power. is conferred 

terd to disturb the political adjustment |! w; imitati i : ‘ire 
wh ch he constitution a stitial eam paarrad 92sec sot 
ing them: I desire to be considered as still ad- i referred to the discretion of congress; whick 
lering to this reserve; and that the observa || may admit new states, but are not obliged tu 
tions, W hich I send you, should be con-| do so—of right no new state can demand ad- 
sirued to refer, and to be confined, to the pro- | mission into the union, unless such demaod Lb: 
hibition of slavery in the new states, to be |! founded upon some previous engagewent of 
formed beyond the original limits of the United i the U. States. 

States—a prohibition, which in my judgement) When admitted by congress into the union, 

congress have the power to establish, and the whether by compact or ciherwise, the new 

omission of which may, as I fear, be produc- | state becomes entitled to the enjoyment of th: 
tive of most serious consegeunces. same rights, and bound to perform the like du- 

With great respect and esivem, I have the| ties as the other states; and its citizens will Le 
hener to be, gentlemen, your most obedient |’ entitled to all privileges and iamunities of ci- 
servant, RUFUS KING. {| jizens in the several states, 

Messrs Jolin B. Coles, and John T. Irving, The citizens of each state possess rights, 
chairman and secretary of the committee ‘and owe duties that are peculiar to, and wrise 
appointed by the late city meeting respeci- || ont of the constitution and laws of the several 
ing the Missouri bill. ;states. "Phese rights and duties differ fron: 

The observations follow: jeach other in the different states, and amouy 

‘he substance of two speeches on the Missouri || these differences none is so remarkable or ini- 
bill, delivered by Mr. King, in the Senate of the | portant as that which proceeds from the con- 
United States, during their last session. ii stitution and laws of the several states res 
The constitution declares ‘ that Congress |} pecting slavery; the same being permitted iu 

shall have power to dispose of, and make all |' some states, and forbidden in others. 

necdtul rd and regulations respecting the | The question respecting slavery in the old 

territory and other property of the U, States.” || thirteen states had been decided aud settle: 

Uneer this power, congress have passed laws" belore the adoption of the constitution, which 
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grants no power to congiess to interlere with, 
or to change what bad been so previously s: 

tled—the slave states therefore, are fiee to 
continue or to aboiish slavery. Since the 
year 1808, congress has possessed power to 
probibit and have prohibited the further migra- 
tion or upportation of slaves into any of the 
old thirteen states, and at all times under the 

constiinuen have had power to proiibit such 
Migration or importation inte aay of the new 
states or territories of the United States — 
The constitution contains noe express previ- 
sious respecting slavery ina new state that 


may be admitted into the wnicn: ever y regu-| 


lation upon this subject belongs to the power 
whose consent is necessary to the formation 
and admission of such Congress may 
therefore, make it a condition of the admission 
of a new state, that slavery shall be 


State. 


forever 


prohibited within the sam We may with} 


the more confidence, prononnce this to be the 
construction of the consittution, as it has been 


so amply conirmed by the past decisions of 


Congress. 

Although the articles of confederation were 
drawn up and approved by the old congress in 
the year 1777, and soun aflerwards were cati- 
fied by some of the states, their complete rati- 
fication did not take place until the year 1781. | 
"The states which possessed small and aire aly | 
settled territery, witheld their ratification, io 
order to obtaiy from the large states a cession || 
to the United States*of a portion of their va- 
cantterritory, Without entering into the rea- 


sons on which this demand was urged, it is} 


well known that they had an influence on} 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York and 
Virginia, which states ceded to the United 
States their respective claims to the territory 
lving north west of the river Obio, This ces- 
sion was made on the express condition, that 


the ceded territory should be sold for the com- | 
nefitof the United States; that it should i 


mon be 
Le laid out into states, and that the states so 
laid out should form distinct republican states, 
and be admitted as members of the federal 
nnion, having the same rights of sovereignty, 
freedom, and independence as the other states! 
Of the four states which made this cession, two 
permitted, and the other prohibited slavery. 
The U. States having in this manner be- 
come proprietors of 
north west of the river Ohio, although the 
confederation contained no express provision | 
upon the subject, Congress the only represen- || 
tation of the United States, assumed, as inci 
dent to their office, 
this territory; and for this purpose, 
the same ipto distinct states to provide for th 
temporary goverpment of the inbabitaat 


to divid 


the extensive territory | 


the power to dispose of 
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\|thereof, and for their ultimate admissioa, as 
| vew states, into the federal union 
Phe ordinance for these purposes, which 
was passed | by congress in 1787, contains Cer- 
tain articles which are called— Articles of 
| compact between the original states, and the 
| people and states withio the said territory, for- 
j;ever to remain unaltera valess by common 
i The sixth of those unalterable ar- 
|| tic les provides, “that there shall be neither 
jj Slavery por involuntary servitude in the said 
|| territory.” 
Tie constitution of the United States sup- 
p! ies the defect that existed in the articles of 
i confederation, and has vested congress, as has 
|| been stated, with ample powers on this import- 
Accordingly, the ordinance of 
| L787, passed by the old congress, was ratifi- 
jj ed and confirmed by an act of the new con- 
gress, during their first session under the con- 
i stitutio 
| Thestate of Virgina, which ceded to the U, 
i States her claims territory, consented 
|by her delegates in the old congress, to this 
ordinance—Not only Virginia, but North Ca- 
,rolina, South Carolina and Georgia by the un- 
| animous votes ef their delegates in the old 
} congress, approved of the ordinance of 1787, 
iby which slavery is forever abolished in the 
i territory north west of the river Obie. With- 
these States, the ordinance 


ij ‘onseut. 


i ant subject. 


to this 


| out the votes of 
could not have passed; and there is no recol- 
1 | lection of en opposition fi ‘om any of these states 
to the act of confirmation, passed under the 
actual constitution. Slavery had long been 
| established in these states—the evil was felt 
‘in their institutions, laws, and habits, and 
ll could not e asily or atonce be abolisbed. But 
these votes so honourable to these states satis- 
factorily demonstrate their unwillingness to 
|| permit the extension of slavery into the new 
states which might be admitted by congress 
into the union. 
The states of Ohio, Indiana,and Ilinois on 
ithe north west of the river Ohio, have been 
‘admitted by congress into the Unien, on the 
;condition and conformably te the articles of 
compact, contained in the ordinance of 1787, 
and by which it is declared that there shall be 
j,neither slavery nor involuntarily servitude in 
llany of the said states 
Although congress possess the power of 
making the exclusion of slavery a part or con- 
dition of the act admitting a new State inte the 
union, they may in special cases, and for suffi 
cient reasons, forbear to exercise this power. 
Thus Kentucky and Vermont were admitted 
'Snew statesinte the unien, without making 
abolition of slavery the condition of their 
s|} admission, In Vermont slavery never existed 
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timated tc contain filty thovrand white inka- 
biiawis, forty thousand slaves and two thous- 
More than four 
filths of the whites, and all the slaves, except 
about thirteep hundred, inhabited New- Or- 


and fiee persons of colour.* 


of conpress, as wifi distarb of IMpair tie i leans and the adj iccat terrritory; the residue, 


security ¢ ithe property im slaves. The West 
tN c ta} 


i been partially gradied and erected un 


ern Lerritory wh irolina and Geur: 
the 
s, and these 


wihority of these states, before 
ion thereo! to the United Stat 


ves being oriutoal pa jes 10 the coastitution 


Lite 
! 
! 
wlitcu recognises the existence of slavery 

‘ 


ul 


Mm re 
by congress to this terriorty. 


asuie tiaining siavery cou 


Lut to renove | 


bo Vofihem having been 
be applied lithe old 


consisting © 
} 


man 


f tess than ten thousand whites, 
yout thirteen hundred slaves, were dis- 
persed throuchout the country now included 
the Arkansos aad Missouri territories.— 
The greater part of the thirteen bundred 
slaves were in the Missewi territery, some 
removed “thither from 
hi settiements on the east side of 
ippi, after the passing of the orditi- 


and 


in 


hl 
rene 
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ail doubts oo this he ad, uw was m ide a condi- 1) ance of 1787, by wiiel slavery in those settle- 
ton Ol the cession o this te reilory to the U, ‘ments was abolished. 


Sises. that the orditaiuer of 1757, except the | 


é ’ | 
siath arccle thereot, respecting slavery, should | 


be same; and that the sixth ar- | 
’ 
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wppire 
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d to tie 
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ti net be so applied 
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ennessee, Mis- | 

adiog the ter- 
tes by North 

rgia, have been admit 


a pi 


Accordingly, the states of j 
sissippl, and Alabama, 
ritery ceded to the Unined Sta | 


Carolina and Geo 


states, into the Union, withor 


ted, | 


Vie | 


»y which slavery stall be excluded from }) 


m According to this abstract of the | 


receedings of congress in the admission of |, 


n w states nto the union, of the eight new ! 

ites within the original limits of the United 
four t without an 
avery; three have been ad- | 


< have been admitted 


exciuciug s} 
; : , lee 
tted onthe condition that slavery should ! 


ed without sach | 
congress, 


tt 
‘ 


excluded; and one acim 

In the four first 
ioed from increasing the power to 
very; in the nex? three, they exercis- 
eu this powe nd in thie 
do so. slavery being exciuded by the 


ve 
condition 
tr 


i 
Sid 


cases, 
were r 
exclude 
i last, 1! was unneces- 
sary to 
state constitution. | 

Th rovinee ef Loutiona, soon after its 
ce ssi mm) te the U: ited Slates. was divided into 
t parts 


; .' 
vo territories, comprehending such 


sippi, being the only parts of the province that 
were inhabited. - The foreign language, laws 


. ' . - 
customs, and manners of the inhabitants, re-!| tensive and parental power of congress: 
ry 


guired the immediate and cautious attention | 
of congress, which, instead of extending, in! 
the first instance, to these territories the ordi 


. 
t 


_ OF . . ! . | 
nance of 1787. ordained special regulations | 


for the government of the same. ‘These re-! 
culations were from time to time revised and | 
altered, as observation and experience shewed | 
to be expedient and as was deemed most like-| 
ly to encourage and promote those changes 
which would sooner qualify the inhabiiaats for 
I-government and admission into the uaion 


rf 
When the United States took possessiva o 


f 
he province of Louisiana, in 1504, it was es- 


{} 


In 1812, the territory of New- Orleans, te 
which the ordinance of 1787, with tbe excro- 
tion of certain parts thereot, had been previ- 


‘ously extended, was permitted by congress t 
J : i 


| 
| 


| 





5, 
an 


form a constitution and state government, ar 
admitted as a new state into the union, by t! 
name of Louisiana. ‘Tie acts of congress i 
these purposes, in addition to sundry impos 
tant provisions respecting rivers and pub! 
lands, which are declared to be ivrevoeab 
unless by common consent, annex other ter 
and conditions whereby it is estahlished, 1 
only thet the constitution of Louisiana show’ 
be republican, bat that it should contain 1 
relipious liber 
that it should secure to the citizens the trial 
jury to all criminal cases, and the privilege . 
the writ of habeas corpus according to 
constitution of the United S 


fundameuta! principles of 


States; and after 
admission into the union, thatthe laws w! 
Louisiana might pass, should be promulga 
its every Cescription presers 
and its judicial and legislative proceeds 
conducted inthe language in which the | 


and judicial proceedings of the United Sta 


nicl 


records of 


are published and conducted. 


Guards so friendly to the rights of the c’ 


reof as Were contigious to the river Missis- || zens, and restraints on the state soverei:: 


so material to the gradual confirmation ; 
security of their liberties, demonstrate th 


| 

ers, the wise exercise of which, on this ocr 
sion, is not confined to the inhabitants o 

new state, but reaches and protects the 
of the citizens of all the states. The 
ofthe people and the number of slaves} 
whom the labor of tie territory of New ©r- 
leans was performed, were doubtless the ra- 


ti 
’ 
| 


* This estimate was too hich, as by the cen- 
sus of 1810, the whole province was found ta 
contain only 97,000 inhabitants viz: —51.Q00 
whites, 37,000 slaves, 8,000 iree perseus of 
colour. 
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son for the omission of an article ia the act of |/ence in the rights of the citizens of these states 


admission, by which slavery should be ex 
cluded from the new state. 


to vote for representatives in congress arises 
‘out of the state laws and constitution. [py 


Having annexed these new and extraor- |; Massachusetts, every person of lawful age, 


dinary conditions to the act for the admission 
of Louisiana into the union, congress may, if 


they shall deem it expedient, annex the like | represeniatives to congress 
act for the admission of 

issouri; and moreover, as in the case of 
M dt 3 tl i 


conditions to the 


Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, ponvide by an ar- 
ticle for that purpose, and slavery shail not 
exist within the same. 

Admitting this construction of the constitu- 
tion, it is alleged that the power by which 
congress, excluded slavery from the states |; 
north east of the river Ohio, is suspended in 
respect to the states that may be formed in the | 
province of Louisiana The article of the 
treaty referred to declares * That the inha- 
bitants of the territory shall be incorporated 
in the union of the United States, and admit- 


ted as soon as possible, according to the prin-; 


ciples of the federal constitution, to the enjuy- 
ment of all rights, advantages and imauuities 


of citizens of the United States; aad in the) 


mean time, they sha!l be maintained and pro- 
tected in the free enjayment of their liberty, 
property, and the religion which they profess.” 

Although there is a want of precision in the 
article, its scope and meaning cannot be mis 
understood. It constitutes a stipulation, by 
which the United States engage that the in- 
habitants of Louisiana should be formed into 
a state or states, and as soon as the provisions 
of the constitution permit, that they shall be 
admitted as new states into the union, on the 
footing of the other states; and before such 
admission, and during their territorial govern- 
ment, that they shall be maintained and pro- 
tected by congress in the enjoyment of their 
liberty, property and religion. ‘The first clause 
of this stipulation will be executed by the ad-}, 
mission of Missouri as a new state into the 
Union, as such admission will impart to the 
inhabitants of Missouri © all the rights, ad- 
vantages and immunities” 
the United States derive from the constitution 
thereof;—these rights may be denominated 
federal rights. are uniform throughout the} 
Union, and are common to all its citizens: But | 
the rights derived from the constitution and’|| 
laws of the states, which may be denominated | 
State rights, in many particulars differ from | 
each other. ‘Thus, while the federal rights of 
the citszens of Massachusetts and Virginia 
are the same, their state rights are however 
dissimilar, slavery being forbidden in one, and 

mitted in the other state.—This difference | 
ay ses out of the constitutions and laws of the 


inthes manner as the differ- 


Joo States, ANIC 


which citizens of | 


| and possessing property, of any sort, of the 
|, value of two hundred dollars, may vote for 
In Virginia, no 
| person can vote for representatives to con 
; gress unless he be a freeholder. As the ad- 
| mission of a new state into the Union confers 
|| upon its citizens only the rights denowinated 
| federal, and as these are common to the citi- 
| zeas of all the states, as well of those in which 
\ slavery is prohibited, as of those in which itis 
i allowed, it follows that the prohibition of sla. 
| very in Missouri will not impair the federal 
it ights of its citizens, and that such prohibition 
|: is not restrained by the clause of the treaty 
| whieh has been cited. 
The remaioing clause of the article is ex 
| pressly confined to the period of the territorial 
goverament of Missouri, to the time between 
l|the first occupation of the country by the 
|| United States, and its admission as a new state 
into the Union. Whatever may be its import 
it has no reference nor application to the 
terms of the adiwission, or ta the condition of 
Missouri after it shall have been admitied into 
the Union. The clause is but the common 
formula of treaties, by which inhabited territo- 
ries are passed from one sovereign to another; 
\its object is to secure such inhabitants the per- 
“manent or temporary, enjoyment of their for- 
mer liberties, prosperity and religion; leaving 
to the new sovereigu full power to make such 
| regulations respecting the same, as may be 
| thought expedient, provided these regulations 
| be not iacompatible with the stipulated secu- 
rity. 
| What were the liberties under the 
| French government, the enjoyment of which 
junder ours called for protection, we are una- 
| ble to explain; as the Uuited States have no 
|power to prevent the free enjoyment of the 
Catholic religion, no stipulation against their 
interference to disturb tt could be necessary; 
| and the vnly part of the clause whose objeet 
can be readily understood 1s that relative to 
** property.’ 
t As all nations do not permit slavery, the 
i ‘term property in its common and univ ersal 
| meaning does not include or descnbe slaves. 
| In treaties therefore between nations, and es- 
! pecially in those of the United States, whene- 
| ver Stipulations respecting slaves were to ba 
, made, the word “ negroes,” or “ slaves,” have 
{been employed, and the omission of these 
words in this clause, increases the unc ertainty 
| whether by the term property, s!aves were ia- 
Htended to be included. But admitting that 
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such was the intention of the parties, the sti- 
pulation is not only temporary, but extends no 
farther than to the property actually possessed 
by the inhabitants of Missouri, when it was 
first occupied by the United States. Property 
since acquired by them, and property acquired 
or possessed by the new inhabitants of Mis- 
souri, has in each case been acquired under 
the laws of the United States, and not during 
aad under the laws of the province of Lou- 
jsana. Should therefore the future introduc 
jion of slaves into Missouri be forbidden, the 
feelings of the citizens would soon become re- 
conciled to their exclusion, and the inconstder 
dole number of slaves owned by the inhabi- 
tants at the date of the cession of Louisiana, 
sould be emancipated or sent for sale into 
states Where slavery exists. 

Ir is further objected, that the article of the 
act of admission into the union, by which slave- 
ry should be excluded from Missouri, would 
be nugatory, as the new state in virtue of its 
sovereignty, would be at liberty to revoke its 
consent, and annal the article by which slave- 
ry should be excluded. 

Such revocation would be contrary to the 
obligations of good faith, which enjoins the 


observance of our engagements—it would be | 
repygnant to the principles upon which go-} 


vernment itself is founded. Sovereignty in 
every lawful government is a limited power, 
and can do only what it is lawful to do—so- 
vereigns, like individuals, are bound by their 
engagements, and have no moral power to 
break them. Treaties betweer nations re- 
pose on this principle. If the new state can 
revoke and annul any article constructed be- 
tween itself and the United States by which 
slavery is excluded from it, it may revoke and 
annul any other article of the compact; it 
may for example annul the article respecting 
public lands, and in virtue of its sovereignty, 


assume the right to tax and tosell the lands of |! 


the U. States. 

There is yet a more satisfactory answer to 
this objection. The judicial power of the U. 
States is co-extensive with their legislative 
power, and every question arising under the 
constitution or laws of the U. States, is cogni- 
zable by the judiciary thereof. Shuuld the 
new state rescind any of the articles of com- 
pact contained in the act of admission into the 
union, that for example by which slavery is ex- 
cluded, and should pass a law authorising 
slavery, the judiciary of the U. States, on 
proper application, would immediately deli- 
ver from bondage, any person detained as a 
slave in said state; and in like manner, in all 
instances affecting individuals, the judiciary 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 4, 1819—CONGRESS: 


365° 


If Congress possess the power to exclude 
slavery from Missouri, it still remains to be 
ishown that they ought do so. The examina- 
tion of this branch of the subject, for obvious 
reasons, is attended with peculiar difficulty, 
and cannot be made without passing over ar- 
guments which to some of us might appear to 
be decisive, but the use of which in this place, 
would ecail up feelings, the influence of which 
would disturb, if not defeat, the impartial con- 
sideration of the subyect. 

Slavery unhappily exists within the United 
States. Enlightened men in the states where 
it is permitted, and every where out of them, 
regret its existence among us, and seek for 
the means of limiting and of mitigating it-— 
The first introduction of slaves is not imputa- 
ble to the present generation, nor even to their 
ancestors. Before the year 1642, the trade 
and ports of the colonies were open to foreign= 
ers equally as those of the mother country, 
and as early as 1620, a few years only after 
the planting of the colony of Virginia, and the 
same year in which the first settlement was 
made in the old colony of Plymouth, a cargo 
of negroes was brovght into, and sold as 
slaves in Virginia by a foreign ship.* From 
this beginning the importation of slaves was 
continued for nearly two centuries. To her 
honor Virginia, while a colony, opposed the 
importation of slaves, and was the first state 
to prohibit the same, by a !aw passed for this 
purpose in 1773, thirty years before the gene- 
ral prohibition enacted by congress in 1808.— 
The laws and customs of the states in which 
slavery has existed for so long a period, must 
have had their influence on the opinions and 
habits of the citizens, which ought not to be 
disregarded on the present occasion. 

Omitting therefore the arguments which 
might be urged, and which by all of us might 
be deemed conclusive, were this an original 
question, the reasons which shall be offered in 
favor of the interposition of the power of con- 
igress to exclude slavery from Missouri, shall 
‘be only such as respect the common defence, 

the general welfare, and that wise administra- 
'tion of the government which as far as possi- 
| ble may produce the impartial distribution of 
benefits and burdens throughout the union. 

| By the article of confederation the common 
‘treasury was to be supplied by the several 
|states according to the value of the lands, 
with the houses and improvements thereon, 
within the respective states. From the diffi- 
culty in making this valuation, the old Con- 
gress were unable to apportion the requisitions 
for the supply of the general treasury, and ob- 
liged the states to propose an alteration of 








might be employed to violate the constitulion 
and laws of the U. States. 





*Stith’s History of Virginia, 
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the articles of confederation, by 

whole number of free persons, 

iiths of the slaves, contained in the 

ive states, should become the rule of sucit ay 
portionment of taxes. A majority ef th 
tates approved of this alteration, but some 
them disagreed to the same; and want of 
a2 practicable’ rule of apportionment, tie 
whole of the requisitions of taxes made by 
Congress during the revolutionary war, 
afterwards, up to the est 
constitution of the United States, were me 
provisional, and subject 
rection as soon es such rues should be adopt. 
ed The several credited fer 
their supplies, and charced for the advances 
made to them by Congress, but no setiien nt 
of their accounts could be made, the want 
of arule of apportionment, until the establisir- 
ment of the constitution. 

When the general convention that formed 
the constitution took this subject into thei 
consideration, the whole question was 
more examined,and while it was agreed howe 
all contributions to mon | 
should be i according to the abi 
the several states to furnislithe same, th 
difficulty recurred pen 
whereby such abtity should be ascert 
there being no simple staedaid by wai 
ability of individk taxes car 
certained, A diversity in the sel: 
taxes bas been deemed requisit« to t 
ization. Between communities, this « 
is less considerable, and although tl 
relative members would nof 
sore the relative wealth of nations; in stat 
the circumstances of tne United States 
institutions, laws and 
much alike, the rule of number is probab) 
nearly equal, as any other simple ¢ .t pr 
cable rule can be expected to be (thoug! be- 
‘tween the old and new states its equity is de- 
fective,) these considerations added to the ap- 
probation which bad already been given io 
the rule, by a majority of the states, induc- 
ed the convention to agree, that direct taxes 
suould be apportioned among the states, ac 
cording to the whole number of free persons, 
and three fifths of the slaves which they might | 
respectively contain. 

The rule for apportionment of taxes, is not 
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necessarily the most equitable rule, fur the ap-| 


portionment of representatives, among 
States; property must not be disregarded in 
the composition of the first rule, but, frequeat 
ly is overlooked in the establishment of 
second; a rule which might be disapproved 
in respect to repiesentatives, one individual 
possessing twice as much property as anothe 
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| Slavery does not exist. 

Phis inequality in the apportionment of repre- 
sentatives was not misunderstood at the adoption of 
[the consti!ution—bul as no one anticipated the fact 
tha: the whole of the revenue of the United States 
would be derived from indirect taxes, (which can- 
no be stpposed to spread themseh ‘es over the se- 
i} veral states ding to the rule of the apnortion- 
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ry] ment of direct taxes) but it was believed that a part 
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* the contribution to the common treasury would 
be apportioned among the states by the rule for the 
apportionment of representatives. ‘The states in 
which slavery is prolibited, ultimately, though with 
reluciance, acquiesced in the disproportionat ent vm 
ber of representative sand electors that was secur- 
ed to the slave-holding states. 
was, at the time, believed to be a great one, and 
has proved to have been the greatest which was 
made to secure the adoption of the constitution. 
Great, however, as this concession was, it was de- 
finite, and its full extent was comprehended. It 
was a settlement between the original thirteen 
states. The considerations arising out of their ac- 
tual condition, their part connexion, and the obli- 
gation which all felttc promote a reformation in the 
fe: deral government, were peculiar to the time a 
to the parties ; and are not applicabic to the new 


states, which congress may now be willing to acmit | 


into the union. 

The equality of rights, which includes an equali 
ty of burdens, is a vital principle in our theory of 
governmei, and its Jealous poms rvation is the best 
security of public and individual freedom, the de- 
parture fyom this principle in the disproportionate 
power and influence, allowed to the slave hok ling 
states, Was a necessary sacrifice to the establishment 
of the constitution. The effect of this concession 
has been obvious in the preponderance which it 
has given to the slave-holding states, over the other 
states. Nevertheless, it is an ancient settlement, 
and faith and honor stand pledged not to disturb it. 
But the extention of this disproportionate power to 
the new states would be unjust and odious. The 
states whose power would be abridged, and whose 
burd ons would be increased by the measure, Cannot 
be expected to consent to it; and we may hope that 
the ocher 
on it. 


The existence of slavery impairs the industry 


and the power of ar vation; and it does so in pro-| 
where || 


portion to the multiplication of its slaves: 
the manual labor of a country is performed by | 
slaves, labor dishcnors the hands of freemen. 

If her laborers are slaves, Missouri may be able 
to pay money taxes, but will be unable to raise sol- 
diers, or to recruit seamen, and experience seems 
to have proved that manufactures do not prosper 
where the artificers are slaves. In case of forenga} 
war, or domestic insurrection, misfortunes from 
which no states are exempt, rier against which 
all should be seasonably prepared, slaves not only 
do not add to, but diminish the faculty of self-de 
fence; instead of increasing the pute strensth 
they lessen it, by the whole number of free per- 
sons, whose place they occupy, increased by the 
number of freemen that may be 
guar “¢ over them 


the motives for the admission of new states into 
the union, are the extention of the principles of | 
ee government, the equalizing of the public! 


our fr 
burdens, and the consolidation of the power of the 
confedersted nation. Unless these objects be pro- 
moted by the admission of new states, no such ad 
mission can be expedient or justified. 

The states in which slavery already exists are 
contiguous to each other; they are also the portion 
of the United States nearest to the European coie- 
nies in the West Indies; colonies whose future con 
dition can hardly be regarded as prodlematical 
Missouri and the other siates that may be torme 
to the west of the river Mississippi are peomitte 
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Such increase of the states, 


states are too magnanimous to insist ir 


employed as 
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ro introduce and establish slavery, the repose, if not 
the security of the union may be endangered; all 
the states south of the siver Ohio and west of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware will be peopled with 
slaves and the establishment of new states west of 
the river Mississippi will serve to extend slavery i il- 


The concession | stead of freedom over that boundless region. 


whatever other in- 
terests it may promote, will be sure to add nothing 
to the securiiy of the public liberties; and can hard- 
ly fail herealter to require and produce a change ia 
our government 

On the other hand, if slavery 
| Missouri, and the other 
|| formed iy this quarter, not only will the slave mar- 
l kets be br ye up, and the i rinciples of freedom 

| be extended and strengthened, but an exposed and 
fl ianpoctens frontier will present a barrier, which will 
check aud ke p back fi reiga assatlar nis, who may 


be excluded from 
cw states which may be 





be as! rave, and, as we hope, will be as free as our- 


“peta Surrounded in thts manner by connected 
ll bodies of freemen, _ states where slavery is al- 
lowe< Y wil be made cure against domestic 
jinsurrecuion, and ati lial ye to be affected by what 
i| ake place in the neighooring colonies 
It it ought not to be forgotten, that the first and 
|} main object of the negzattatio a which led to the ac- 
|| quisition of Louisiaya, was 
li tine Mississippi; river that forms the sole passage 
from the western statcsto the ocean. This naviga- 
| tion, although of general benefit, has been always 
) valued and desired, as of peculiar advantage to the 
|| western stutes; whose demands to obtain it, were 
| neither cquivocai nor unreasonable. But with the 
lriver Mu wssipp , by a sortof coersion, we acquired 
| by good or ill fortune, as our future measures shall 
termine, the whole province of Louisiana. As 
tuis acquisition was made at the common expense, 
litis very tuirly urged that the adyantage to be de- 
il rived from it should also be common. This it is 
| 
} 


the free navigation of 


sari will happen, if slavery be excluded from 
Mi ssourl, as the citizens of states where slavery is 
| permitted wi ill be shut out, and none but citizens 
| of states where slavery is prohibited can become 
inhabitants of Missourt 
| But this consequences will not arise from the pro- 
posed exclusion of slavery, the citizens of states, in 
Il which slavery is allowe !, like all other citizens, 
i] wi ill be free to become inhabitants of the Missouri, 
jin like manner as they have become inhabitants of 
| Ohio, Indiana and Liinois, in which Slavery is for- 
| bidde The exclusion of slaves from Missouri, will 
} not theref. re operate unequally among the citizens 
of the United States. The constitution provides, 
«* that the citizens of each state shall be entitled to 
i} enjoy. all the rights and immunities of citizens of 
the several states’—every citizen may therefore 
move from one to another state, and there enjoy 
the rights and immunities of its citizens—The pro- 
posed provision excludes slaves, not citizens, whose 
rights it will not, and cannot impair. 

Sesides there is nothing new or peculiar in a 
provision tor the exclusion of slavery; it has been 
Pstablished in the states north-west of the river 
Ohio, and has existed from- the beginning in the 
old states where slavery is forbidden. The citizens 
of states where slavery is allowed, may become in- 
habi.ants of Missouri, but cannot hold slaves there, 

rin eny other state where slavery is prohibited, 
As well might the laws prohibiting slavery in the 
old states become the subject of complaint, as thie 
proposed exclusicn of slavery in Missouri; bu 


| 


| 














se 
there is no foundation for such complaint in either 
ease. Itis further urged, that the admission of 
slaves into Missouri would be limited to the slaves 
who are already within the United States; that their 
health and comfort would be promoted by their 
dispersion, and that their numbers would be the 
oe same, whether they remain confined to the states 
where slavery exists, or are dispersed over the new 
states that may be admitted into the Union. 

That none but domestic slaves would be intro 
duced into Missouri, and the other new and fron- 
tier states, is most fully disproved by the thousands 
of fresh slaves, which, in violation of our laws, ar 
annually imported into Alabama, Louisiana aud 
Mississippi. 

We may renew our efforts, and enact new laws 
with heavier penalties, against the importation ot 
slaves: the revenue cutters may more diligently 
watch our shores, and the naval force may be em- 
ployed on the coast of Africa, and on the ocean to 
break up the slave trade—but these means will not 
put an end to it; so long as markets a:e open for 
the purchase of slaves, so long they will be sup- 
pliea; and so long as we permit the existence of 
slavery in our new an‘ frontier states, so lung slave 


s) 


c 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 4, 1819—CONGRFSS. 


No @ 


; the ancient laws, usages ane manners of the cours 
try, hus come before the senate 

The territory of Missouri is beyond our ancient 
imits, and the inquiry whether slavery sha'l exist 
here, isopen to many of the arguments that might 
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markets will exist. ‘Che plea of humanity is equally 
inadmivsible; since no one who has ever witnessed 
the experiment, will believe, that the condition of 
slaves is made better by the breaking up, ant 
separation of their families, nor by their removal 
from the old states to the new ones; and the 


objection to the provision of the bill, excluding | 
y a 


from Missouri, is equally applicable to 
prohibitions of the old states: these 
shonld be revoked in order that the slaves, 
now conlined to certain states, may, for their 
health, and comfort, and multiplication, be spread 
over the Whole nation. 


That the condition in slaves within the United 
States has been improved, and the rigours of sla- 
very mitigated, by the establishment and progress 
of our free governments, is a fact that imparts con 
solation to all who have taken pains to inquire con- 
cerning it. The disproportionate increase of free 
persons of colour, can be explained only by the 
supposition that the practice of emancipation is 
gaining ground; a practice which there is reason to 
believe would become more general, if'a plan could 
be devised by which the comfort and morals of the 
emancipated slaves could be satisfactorily proviced 
for; for itis not to be doubted that public opinion 
every where, and especially in the oldest state of 


slavery 
the hke 


the Union, is less favorable than formerly to the} 


existence of slavery, Generous and enlightened 
men in the states where slavery exists, have dis- 
covered much solicitude on the subject: a desire 
has been manifested that emancipation might be en- 
couraged by the establishment of a place, or colony 
without the United States, to which free persons of 
colour might be removed; and great efforts for that 
purpose are making, with a corresponding anxiety | 
for their success. ‘These persons enlightened and | 
humane as they sre known to be, surely will be un. | 
willing to promote the removal of the slaves trom } 
the old states, to the new ones; where their com- 
forts will not he multiplied, and where their fetters 
nay be revited forever, 

Slavery cannot exist in Missouri without the con- 
sent of congress; the question may therefore be 
considered, in certain lights, as a new one, it be- 
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ing the first instance in which an enquiry respect- Ht 
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‘ase so free fram the inflnence of ; 


ing slavery, in a 
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»© employed, had slavery never existed within the 
‘nited States. It is a question of no ordinary im- 
portance. Freedom and slavery are the parties 
hich stand this day betore the senate; and upon 
i sdecision the empire of the one or the other will 
be established inthe new state which we are about 
to admit into the union. 
If slavery be permitted in Missouri, with the cli- 
mate, and sor, and in the circumstances of this terri- 
}tory, What hope can be entertained that it will ever 
} be prohibited in any of the new states that will be 
| formed in the immense region west of the Missis- 
sippi. Will the co extensive establishment of sla- 
jvery and of new states throughout this region, 
l}lessen the danger cf domestic insurrection, or of 
foreign aggression? Wil! this manner of executing 
the great Wust of adinitting new states into the 
| Union, contribute to assimulate our manners and 
lusages, to increase our mutual affection and confi- 
| dence, and toesiablish that equality of benefits and 
burthens which constitutes the true basis of our 
ji strength and union?—Will the militia of the nation, 
ll which must furnish our soldiers and seamen. in- 
i crease as Slaves increase; will the actual dispropor- 
jtion in the military service of the nation be thereby 
diminished, a disproportion that will be, as it has 
been, readily borne, as between the original states, 
because it arises out of their compact of union, but 
which may become a badge of inferiority, if required 
for the protection of those who, being free to 
choose, persist in the establishment of maxims, the 
linevitable effect of which will deprive them of the 
power to contribute to the common defence, and 
even of the ability to protect themselves There 
are limits within which our fedeeal system must 
stop; noone has supposed that it could be in- 
definitely extended—we are now about to pass our 
original boundary; if this can be done without af- 
fecting the principles of our free government, it 
can be accomplished only by the most vigilant at- 
tention to plant, cherish and sustain the principles 
of liberty in the new states that may be formed 
beyond our ancient limits: with our utmost caution 
in this respect, it may still be justly apprehended 
that the general government must be made stronger 
as we become more extended. 
But if, instead of freedom, slavery is to prevail, 
and spread as we extend our dominion, can any 
, reflecting man fail to see the necessity of givin 
to the general government greater powers, t 
ienable it to afford the protection that wili be de- 
| mandéd of its powers that will be difficult to con- 
trol, and which may prove fatal to the public liber. 
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THE COURAGE OF CAESAR. 
BY L HUNTLeY 


Onee o'er a dang*rous sea with weary oar, 

A feeble bark the mighty C:esar bore, 

‘Dhe tempest roar“d the trembling steersman fear'd, 
When thus a firmer tone his spirit cheer’d; 

* Fear not, O Pilot! brave the stormy sea, 

how bearest Cesar, and his fate, with thee.” 

Se tion, O Christian, when thy helm is lost, 

And on the sea of life thy bark is tost; 

Fear not the billows hoarse, or tempest cark, 

Lor thy Kedeemer guides the cleaving bark. 








